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Tasaday Controversy
1971

In 1971, Manuel Elizalde Jr., the Presidential Assistant on National Minorities (PANAMIN),
claimed to have discovered a group of living stone-age people in the Philippines: the
Tasaday. The discovery fascinated the international community and was even featured as a
cover story of the National Geographic Magazine in 1972. Later, it was revealed that it was a
hoax orchestrated by Elizalde and that the Tasadays were really individuals from the Manobo

and T’boli indigenous communities.

Taong 1971 nang ibahagi ng Presidential Assistant on National Minorities (PANAMIN) na si
Manuel Elizalde Jr. ang paninirahan ng grupo ng mga tao mula sa panahong Paleolitiko sa
Lawa ng Sebu sa Mindanao: ang mga Tasaday. Marami ang naging interesado sa pagkatuklas
sa kanila, kasama na ang mga mamamahayag sa loob at labas ng bansa, hanggang sa
nailathala ang istoryang ito sa National Geographic Magazine noong 1972. Hindi kalaunan,
nabunyag ang panlilinlang ni Elizalde at napatunayan ng mga iskolar na hindi mula sa

panahong Paleolitiko ang mga Tasaday kundi sila ay mga Manobo at T’boli.
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